WILLIAM HERBERT:
EARL OF PEMBROKE

[Born 1501. Esquire of the Body of Henry VHI. Married a
sister of Queen Catharine Parr. Gentleman of the Privy Chamber
1546. Appointed one of Henry VHFs executors and a member of
Edward VTs Council. Knight of the Garter and Master of the Horse
1548. Helped to quell Cornish Rising 1549. President of Wales 1550.
Took part in Somerset's trial (1551) and obtained his Wiltshire estates.
Created Earl of Pembroke 1551. Joined Northumberland in pro-
claiming Lady Jane Grey as Queen, but declared for Mary in time.
Intimate with King Philip. Envoy to France 1555. Governor of
Calais 1556. Lord Steward under Elizabeth 1568. Died 1570.]
HE was (as I take it) a younger brother, a mad fighting
young Fellow. *Tis certaine he was a servant to the
house of Worcester, and wore their blew-coate and
Badge. My cosen Whitney's great aunt gave him a golden
angell when he went to London. One time, being at Bristowe,
he was arrested, and killed one of the Sheriffes of the City.
He made his escape through Back-street, through the (then
great) Gate, into the Marsh, and gott into France.
Upon this action of Killing the Sheriffe, the City ordered
the Gate to be walled-up, and only a little posterne gate
or dore, with a Turnestile for a foot-passenger, which
continued so till Bristowe was a Garrison for the King,
and the great Gate was then opened. He was called black
Will Herbert.
In France he betooke himselfe into the Army, where he
shewd so much courage, and readinesse of witt in Conduct,
that in short time he became Eminent, and was favoured by the
King, who afterwards recommended him to Henry the VIH of
England, who much valued htm^ and heaped favours and
honours upon him.
He maried Anne Par, sister of Queen Katharine Par, by
whom he had 2 sonnes, Henry Earie of Pembroke and Edward,
the ancestor of the Lord Powys*
He was made Privy Councellor and conservator of King
Henry the Eight's Will. He could neither write, nor read, but
had a Stamp for his name. He was of good NatutaJl; but